
Getting Practical

Getting Practical complements our course.  Discussing the  role of focussed practical activities in developing knowledge and understanding of science concepts is a significant feature of the course.  The planning audit tool is useful in this context to make the objectives for each of the activities we use more explicit.  

The Staging Tool maps very closely onto the prompts we give for lesson planning.

Adaptations

In the next academic year we will model the planning audit tool for the practical activities we use in 1 or 2 of the taught sessions.  Students then will use this to reflect on the purpose of the practical activities in subsequent sessions.  The purpose of this will be to helps them reflect on their own learning.

The planning audit tool will become part of their planning for school experience.  When planning a unit of work they will be expected to complete the audit tool which will help them to check for gaps in children’s learning.  

Impact

The materials were piloted this year with about half the PGCE students.  I have not yet seen the lesson observations for science lessons the PGCE students taught on SBL as they only completed their final placement a fortnight ago.  Anecdotally University tutors have been impressed with the science teaching they have seen.


